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On the Spiritual Internal Cause of the Dislocation of Father and Son's Roles and

“Random Family” in Dostoevsky’s Novel The Adolescent

Wan Haisong

Abstract Dostoevsky’s The Adolescent is not only a novel of the father-and-son theme and

another distinctive Confession about the spiritual growing up of an adolescent called Arkady, but

also a very important text about the ideological writing of “religion and life”. From the perspective

of ethics and religion, the dislocation of father and son’s roles and the phenomenon of “Random

Family” in this novel are rooted in the lack of the most basic spiritual identity, that is, the common

moral norms and the fear of God. As far as the etymological meaning of Bildungsroman and the

intention of the ideological writing of “religion and life” are concerned, The Adolescent emphasizes

the ideologically historic significance of the seeking and searching of Russian Orthodox ethics

between its being lost and being acquired again.
Keywords

Family”, Bildungsroman

Dostoevsky, The Adolescent, dislocation of father and son’s roles, “Random
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