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Record and Imagination: A Study on Taijun Takeda’s Shanghai Series

KUANG Ling' QIU Yafen®
(1. College of Foreign Languages Sun Yat-sen University Guangzhou Guangdong 510275 China;
2. Foreign Literature Research Institute Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732 China)

Abstract: Taijun Takeda’s Shanghai Series are based on his review and thinking of his Shanghai experience.
Especially his experience of accepting the defeat of Japan in World War Il in 1945 had a profound influence on
him which kept him thinking and writing all “Shanghai things” all his life. On the whole his writing of Shanghai
can be separated into three periods: The first period is from 1944 to the defeat of Japan in World War II; the Sec—
ond period is from the defeat of Japan to about 1950; the third period is from 1950 to the end of his life. Fireflies in
Shanghai is the conclusion of all his thinking about Shanghai China the relationship between Japan and China
the fusion of the world and so on in about 30 years after he left Shanghai. In a word all his works about Shanghai
written in different periods in his life can be seen as the ‘record” of his Shanghai experience and his “Shanghai” is
also a kind of literary imagination based on the change of his life and feeling more than a true one. The change of
the image of “Shanghai” in these works is telling the change of his self-awareness and the sublimation of his memory
of the war.
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