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Grammaticalization of “Ga” in Wu Dialect from Demonstrative to Postposition and Conjunction
QI Guo—hui

( Faculty of Foreign Languages, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China )

Abstract: Wu dialect demonstrative ga goes through the Grammaticalization process from a demonstrative, an adverb, an
auxiliary, a postposition to a conjunction. The demonstrative meaning of ga is the cognitive motivation of its evolution. The usage
of a postposition indicating a starting is prevailing in Ningbo and Zhoushan branches of Wu dialect. When performing the
function of a conjunction, ga does not reach the full status of a conjunction though displaying some of its properties. The
anaphora derived from demonstrative meaning is the mechanism of a postposition indicating a starting and a conjunction. The
essence of grammaticalization of ga is the shift of its concern of the linguistic world and physical world to the concern of the
syntactic structure inner linguistic world.

Keywords: demonstrative, ga, grammaticalization, anaphora
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