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The Mapping Idiosyncrasies of Time Metaphor of Spatial Dimension Adjectives Denoting the

Nature and State in Chinese Dialects

FANG Zhan—feng
( College of Science and Technology, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315300, China )

Abstract: Based on the quantitative data, this paper probes into the mapping idiosyncrasies of time metaphors of spatial
dimension adjectives denoting the nature and state in Chinese dialects, which consist of the common and specific constraints, the
mapping hierarchy, and the cognitive motivation. The mapping of time metaphors refers to the operation that the adjectives
represent time category under some conditions. The common constraints include the four aspects of the dimension, i.e., axis,
direction and positive and negative semantic polarity. The specific constraints consist of the relativity of choosing the positive
and negative semantic polarity owing to specific conditions, and the differences of selecting the similar spatial categories. On the
basis of the quantitative data and the above—mentioned constraints, the mapping hierarchy is put forward. The cognitive
motivation is mainly concerned with the number and type of the cognizers’ establishing metaphorical similarities based on the
encyclopedic knowledge.

Keywords: Chinese dialects, spatial dimension adjectives denoting the nature and state, space—as—time mapping, constraints,

mapping hierarchy, cognitive motivation
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