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A Semantic and Pragmatic Analysis of “Lingting” in Chinese
ZHOU Zhi—feng', LI Zhong—hui’

(1. College of Science and Technology, Ningbo University, Ningho 315300, China; 2. Faculty of Humanities and Media, Ningho
University, Ningbo 315211, China )

Abstract: This paper uses the corpus of “modern Chinese corpus in Peking University” to investigate the semantic and
pragmatic situation of the word “lingting” (H¥WT). According to the different objects of “lingting” (#3WT), the corpus can be
divided into two categories, one being listen to people’s speech, the other listen to other voices. When“lingting” (B2WT) is used in
people's speech, most of it carries the meaning of respect. And when used in the other voice, the vast majority does not carry the
meaning of respect. And then it is pointed out that it is a misuse to use the “thanks for lingting (B2WT)” as a modest way to
express your respect. The Modern Chinese Dictionary and other dictionary definitions of “lingting” (B2WT) are not comprehensive
and accurate enough. It does need to be corrected.

Keywords: “lingting” (J3WT), semantic meaning, pragmatic meaning, esteem connotation
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