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The Examples of Special Characters in

the Chinese Buddhist Scriptures

ZHEN Dacheng, HE Sudan
(Center for Studies of History of Chinese Language, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, China 310028)

Abstract: Chinese Buddhist scriptures present a complicated use of Chinese characters, in which quite a lot
of special characters are rare or not found in the Chinese literature. These special characters perhaps have the
feature of times, produced and used for a specific period, or are limited to certain types of literature, produced
and used only in the Chinese Buddhist scriptures. To comprehensively sort out and discuss these special
characters is of great value to sorting out Buddhist scriptures and the compilation of dictionaries, as well as
the study of the evolution of Chinese characters, the usage of Chinese characters, and the relationship between
characters and words.

Key words: Chinese Buddhist Scriptures; Special Characters; Relationships between Chinese Characters and
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