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C T )
Studies on Early Usages of You(;#) That Means Grease

QIANG Si
(1. Center for Studies of History of Chinese Language, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, China 310028;
2. Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou, China 310028)

Abstract: Chinese lexicon for the meaning of grease has undergone a chronological change from Zhi(f&) and
Gao(#) to You(i#). However, there is little in-depth investigation regarding when You(3#) began to take the
meaning of grease, which cases in the early usage of You(i#) are related to grease and their relationship with
Zhi(fg) and Gao(#), etc.. Examples of You(i#) meaning grease listed in the dictionary are often not the
earliest cases. You(i#) that means grease can be traced from the late Eastern Han Dynasty to the Western Han
Dynasty, with You(?#) in the early period having the two meanings of grease and tarpaulin but not getting into
the semantic fields of Zhi(f8) and Gao(F).

Key words: Grease; You(i#); Relationships between Chinese Characters and Words
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