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On the Origin of New Characters in the Evolution of
Chinese Characters
—— Taking the Inherited Words in Oracle Bone Inscriptions of

Yin Dynasty Ruins as Examples

HE Yuhua'?
(1. Research Center for the Inheritance, Dissemination and Education of the Chinese Characters
Civilization, Zhengzhou, China 450001; 2. School of Chinese Language & Literature,
Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou, China 450001)

Abstract: The relationship between words and characters in Chinese is a dynamic evolution. For plenty of
words, the characters used to record them have changed several times in the history. Judging from the
evolution of Chinese characters recording inherited words in the Oracle Bone Inscriptions, the new characters
recording Chinese mainly come from the inheritance of old characters, the borrowing of the same characters
in other words and the reconstruction of completely new characters. Research on the evolution of Chinese
characters recording certain words is an important dimension of the research on the relationship between
Chinese characters and words, which is also the key of the research on the history of Chinese characters,
deserving more systematic research in the academic circle.

Key words: Relationship between Words and Characters; New Characters Recording Certain Words; Oracle

Bone Inscriptions; Inherited Words; the History of Chinese Characters
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