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A Re-examination of the Studies on the Relationships

between Chinese Characters and Words

LI Yunfu® 2
(1. Research Center for the Inheritance, Dissemination and Education of the Chinese Characters
Civilization, Zhengzhou, China 450001; 2. School of Chinese Language & Literature,
Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou, China 450001)

Abstract: For ancient Chinese, Zi (“” which means character in modern Chinese) was used to express both
the concept of Character and the concept of Word. It has multiple meanings. It can refer to the combination of
character form, sound and meaning, which is the sum of Character and Word in modern Chinese, and it can
also refer to the graphic symbols (the character form), as well as constitution and function. The existing
researches on the relationships between Chinese characters and words focus on the phenomenon of the same
word with variant characters and the same character with different words, which, on the whole, is still not
perfect. For example, Zi (%) and Word cannot cover all the units of character symbols and language signs;
the concepts describing the relationships between Chinese characters and words are ambiguous and
incomplete; the categories of the relationships between Chinese characters and words presented are not
systematic. Besides, there are insufficient researches related to the diachronic examinations of the
relationships between Chinese characters and words, the analysis of the practical effect of choosing different
Chinese characters and the causal explanation of changes in the relationships between Chinese characters and
words. The solution to all these problems hinges on incorporating the researches on the relationships between
Chinese characters and words into the system of the studies on Chinese character’s functions.

Key words: Relationships between Chinese Characters and Words; Studies of Chinese Character’s Functions;

Academic History; Limitations

(FECHRL: #3%)



