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An Analysis of the State Words of the “ABB” Type

in Modern Chinese

NIE Zhiping
(College of Humanities, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua, China 321004)

Abstract: This paper starts with an analysis of the state words of the “ABB” type in Contemporary Chinese
Dictionary of the 7™ edition. It is found that 94.23% of the “A” constituting the “ABB” state words are
idiomatic morphemes, among which two-thirds are adjectives; and nearly 70% of the “BB” appear only once.
Among all words with the “B” or “BB”, 53.45% of the “B” or “BB” are words. They are morphemes of
word-formation that express practical meaning rather than affixes, and they have illustrative semantic
relations with the “A”. It is the “ABB+De” instead of the “ABB” that can be used independently.

Key words: Contemporary Chinese Dictionary; State Words; ABB; Word-formation; Putonghua
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