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(Gil: TRA)

The Basic Features and Pragmatic Functions of the Praise

Discourse Marker “X De Shi”

ZHOU Minggiang®, SUN Modan?
(1. School of Chinese Studies, Zhejiang International Studies University, Hangzhou, China 310023;
2. School of Humanities and International Education, Zhejiang University of
Science and Technology, Hangzhou, China 310023)

Abstract: The discourse marker “X De Shi” is a discourse marker of emphasis constructions. With the change
of “X”, it will have different pragmatic functions, one of which is the function of praise. The core word “X”
in the praise discourse marker “X De Shi” generally occurs in the form of positive verbs and adjectives that
express positive meanings. “X De Shi” exhibits different pragmatic functions in different contexts: in terms of
discourse function, it can show explicitly such logical relationships as progressive, explanatory or adversative
relations; in terms of interpersonal communication, it can be used to give subjective comments, state facts and
express emotions; in terms of expressing emotions, it can convey 10 specific emotions of praise, joy, comfort,
luckiness, being touched, encouragement, surprise, satisfaction, sigh and mixed emotions.

Key words: Praise; Discourse Markers; “X De Shi”; Pragmatic Function



