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Corpus Retrieval Analysis of Pearl S. Buck’s Dragon Seed

KANG Fen
(The Foreign Language Department of Jiangsu University of Science and Technology, Zhenjiang 212003, China)

Abstract ;: The corpus software WordSmith is applied to conduct a quantitative research of the holistic
language features and functions of the keywords in Pearl S. Buck’s Dragon Seed , so as to find that: 1)
compared with the BNC, the language in Buck’s Dragon Seed is relatively simple and easy to under-
stand; 2) the extracted high—frequent keywords, which are closely linked with the rural life, war and
family relationships, have effectively deepened the plot development and promoted the theme; 3) the in-
tensive descriptions of the frequent word “enemy” have profoundly reflected the stinking image of the
Japanese invaders and their monstrous crimes in China. The research can not only provide quantitative
basis for the study of Dragon Seed , but also offer a more intuitive experience for readers’ appreciation
of the novel, which provides a positive attempt to the stylistics research of Buck’s works.

Key words: corpus; Dragon Seed ; language features
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