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A Metaphor Study of Picture Books with the Theme of “Natural Ecology”

——— The Lorax as the Research Object

WEI Lei', LI Chao®
(1. School of Foreign Language, West Anhui University, Lu’an 237012, China;
2. Mei Shanlu Primary School, Anhui Lu’an 237000, China)

Abstract: “Natural Ecology” is one of the eight main themes in picture books. With the increasing
requirement in children’s books and the changing relationship between human beings and nature, it is a
natural trend to study the “Natural Ecology” theme in picture books. By this close study of non — verbal
metaphor and verbal metaphor, it is clear to see how Dr. Seuss took the great advantage of both pictures
and language to make the abstract idea “Following Nature” to be concrete and visual, which is more
close to the young readers’ cognitive understanding and more easy to accept. Based on the study of the
metaphor inThe Lorax , it is hoped that more picture books with “Natural Ecology” theme will be crea-
ted, which in turn will provide more textual data and diverse research views.

Key words: picture books;“Natural Ecology” theme; metaphor; source domain; target domain
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