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The Effect of Discourse Markers on Listening

Comprehension for Thirty Years: Retrospect and Prospect
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Abstract: The study of pragmatic competence has undergone a rapid development since 1980s. Re-
search on discourse markers is part of praglinguistic study and develops accordingly as one category of
pragmatic competence. This paper is to highlight the studies of discourse markers’ effect on listening
comprehension over the past thirty years. It attempts to explore the issue by focusing on two dimen-
sions: 1) academic lectures and institutional talks in university setting; 2) conventional classroom lis-
tening. The final section summarizes to emphasize the necessity of further research and proposes future
research directions for the role of discourse markers in ESL/EFL listening comprehension.
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