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A Study of the Side — by — side Compound
Verb “Bi Lie” and “Chen Zhi” in Mozi

ZHANG Ping
(College of Liberal Arts, Shanghai University, Shanghai 200444 ,China)

Abstract ; There are many polyphonic words in Mozi , and some unique polysyllabic words are not in-
cluded in An Unabridged Dictionary of Chinese. Taking the two words “Bi Lie” and “Chen Zhi” in Mo-
zi as an example, the author analyzes its syntax and semantics. It can be seen that both words are side —
by — side compound verbs, which are not found in other ancient books, but occasionally in medieval and
modern Chinese. The use case, combined with the diachronic development of Chinese vocabulary, can
glimpse the possibility and selectivity of the combined morpheme combination. In order to present the
rich features of Chinese vocabulary, the words “Bi Lie” and “Chen Zhi” should be included in large Chi-
nese dictionaries such as An Unabridged Dictionary of Chinese.

Key words: Mozi; “Bi Lie”; “Chen Zhi”; side — by — side compound verb; An Unabridged Dictiona-
ry of Chinese

[RERE BRI



