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Research on Chinese and Japanese Polysemic Verbs

from the Perspective of Multidimensional Theory

DENG Chao-qun
(Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract ; Polysemy is common in human languages; it is also {requently studied in language research.
In recent years, with the continuous development of linguistic theory, the study on polysemy, especially
polysemic verbs, has entered a new stage. Chinese belongs to the Sino— Tibetan language family and Japa-
nese the Altaic language family; however, in the same Sinosphere, these two languages have a close rela-
tionship with each other, which allows the perspectives and methods of research on one language to be used
for reference on the other. This paper reviews the methods, significance and prospect of research on polyse-
mic verbs in Japanese and Chinese from the perspective of multi— dimensional theory, and points out that
the embodied philosophy, on which cognitive semantics is based, doesn’t contradict the view of dynamic
generation underlined by the generative lexicon theory. More research work needs to be done in the future

on the link between the two seemingly contradictory views.

Key Words: polysemic verbs; Chinese; Japanese; cognitive semantics; generative lexicon theory
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