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The Word “Cun” in the Lingao Language: a Geolinguistic Perspective
WANG Wen-min

(Guangdong Polytechnic Normal University . Guangzhou 510665, China)

Abstract : This paper uses the method of geographical linguistics to draw a linguistic map of (&, liter-
ally village) in Lingao language(a.k.a. ongbe, Be, or Limkow) with 52 sites, showing the phonetic form of
"cun". The "cun" in Lingao language can be divided into two categories: the Be "village" type (including
vo,ve.Be.Bo,vo,ve) and the mui type. The e type is not from the language of kam-tai family without the
terminal alveolar nasal "n", nor from the character "bo(fH)", instead, it is the homologous form "pu(igi)"
with the meaning of "On the brink of the water" in the Baiyue culture, whose meaning was later expanded
to include "place" and "village". According to the newly discovered Jizhaohai dialect, the place names with
"2 mei, 3 mai, fff mei" in hainan and zhanjiang areas originate from mui of the "Li(f)" language in Le-
izhou peninsula with the meaning of "village" instead of "femina". In the study of Lingao language, we
should consider not only the language ontology, but also geography, culture, history and other factors in
order to reach a reliable conclusion.

Key Words: geolinguistic; the Be type of "cun"; the mui type of "cun"

167



