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The Typological Significance of Alternative Concessional Conditionals in Mandarin Chinese

Xue Hongwu Yan Mengyue
(College of Arts, Chongqing Normal University, Chongqging 401331, China)

Abstract : There are two types of alternative concessional conditionals in the forms of "wulun( JGi&) A haishi
(iB/ZE)B-+" and " A yehao(WH4F) , B yehao( L) ---" respectively. Universal concessive conditionals are
in the form of " wulun ( JG1&) WH---". These three kinds of marking ways are also used in some other
languages, which reveals the similarity of concessional conditionals marking ways across languages.
Conjunction wulun ( JG3&) is a prefix of indifference which can be used both in alternative concessional
conditionals and universal concessional conditionals. The alternatives A and B are the prototypes of its
conditionals and can represent all the conditionals in the sentences. While " wulun ( TGi5) WH---" in
universal concessional conditionals must be collocated with expressions delimiting the domain of the
conditionals. The coordinated compounds, such as " fanzheng" (X 1IE) and etc, are lexicalized from
alternative concessional conditionals and the idiom " wulunruhe" ( JCi& W {7l ) is grammaticalized from
universal concessional conditionals.

Keywords: unconditional conjunction; alternative concessional conditionals; universal concessional

conditionals ; marking way
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