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A Corpus-Based Metaphorical Study on CHOU in Tang Poetry

FANG Qing-qing, ZHANG Hong-xia

(School of Foreign Studies, Anhui University, Hefei 230601, Anhui)

Abstract: From the perspective of cognitive linguistics, this paper, conducting a corpus analysis method, examines the verses

with CHOU (sorrow) and its metaphorical representations in the first six volumes of Full Tang Poetry. The major findings are as

follows: The metaphors used in describing CHOU therein can be classified into four types: image metaphor, imitation metaphor,
body metaphor, and personified metaphor. The metaphors about CHOU contain a wealth of Chinese traditional culture, especially the

void to solid technique, which is commonly used in ancient poetry, attaching abstract sorrow to specific things and representing it as

landscapes, animals and plants, music or even body organs.

Key words: conceptual metaphor; CHOU; Full Tang Poetry; Chinese traditional culture; the void to solid technique
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