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The Semantic Basis and Diachronic Development of

Idiom Construction “Hai X ne(zE XW¢)”
DAI Lingling
(College of Liberal Arts, Anhui University, Hefei Anhui 230039)

Abstract: From the perspective of implicit quantity, this paper firstly finds that the formation of “Hai X ne(if X W¢)” is accompanied by

the cognitive process from “idealized cognitive model” to “reasonable value” and then to “semantic hierarchical sequence” , and then summariz-

es its constructional meaning: the reasonable value as X (thing) or occurrence X (event) is insufficient. It is found that the pragmatic motivation

for its semantic complexity is the psychological state of the speaker's or the recipient's counter-expectation, and the empathy for the speaker itself

can also trigger the pragmatic function of “Hai X ne” to produce conflicting degradation. Finally, the paper traces back the diachronic formation

process of “Hai X ne” and reveals the inheritance relationship between prototype construction and three variants.

Key words: Hai X ne (i X Wg) ;reasonable value ; counter-expectation ; empathy ; diachronic development



