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EEHERK W

Initial ConsonantSystem of the Phonetic System in the Romanized

The New Testament in Mandarin
YE Yingguang

(Overseas Education College,Jimei University, Xiamen361021,Fujian, China)

Abstract: The Romanized7he New Testament in Mandarin published by the Great British Holy Book of London in 1888 is a rare research

on the phonology of Mandarin in the late Qing Dynasty. On the basis of establishing the corpus of phonological syllables of this book, this paper

classifies and induces itsinitial consonants, and examines and describes the basic conditions of itsinitialconsonant system. The initialconsonant

system recorded in this book is compared with that of the Beijing dialect recorded in the late Qing Dynasty, and the connection and difference be-

tween them are revealed.

Key words:7he New Testament in Mandarin;standard pronunciation of mandarin;initial consonant system



