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Abstract: This paper presents an objective overview of and a brief comment on the explanatory adequacy of the two major theo—
ries concerning the adjectival constraints on the English and Chinese “MP + A” constructions. The semantic theory of scale
structure holds an absolute idea that only the positive gradable adjectives can be acceptable in the “MP + A” constructions
while their negative counterparts are impossible. It is obvious that the semantic theory of scale structure representation is totally
semantic and English-centered. The hierarchy of pragmatics contends that language users”world knowledge consists of hierar—
chically-arranged physical and cultural properties which exert different effects on the acceptability of adjectives in “MP + A”
constructions. The second theory is crossdinguistic and beyond language. Therefore it is more explanatory than the semantic
theory of scale structure representation in terms of the positive preference of adjectives and the neutralization of some negative
adjectives in “MP + A” constructions. The article concludes with the proposal that both theories in question are not adequate
in explanation.
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