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A Genealogical Probe into Saussurean Social Perspective on Language

XIE Gang

(School of Foreign Language Education, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: The vigor of Saussurean theory lies in his statement that language is a pure social system representing

difference. However, Saussure’s social perspective on language has not been recognized correctly and even twisted. The

cause can be ascribed to the failure to set the genealogical relations of Saussure’s social perspective on language right. A

proper solution to the problem will be conducive to knowing the merits and demerits of Saussurean theory, which is also

the theoretical requisite of general linguistics. This issue will be clarified by examining respective social perspectives on

language in both pre-Saussure periods and Saussure period.
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