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Research on Word-Making by Meaning of Plants Names in Ancient Chinese

TAN Hong-jiao
(Chinese Language Institute, Jilin Normal University, Siping 136000, China)

Abstract: Word-making by meaning is the way that uses the semantic divergence to create new words. It is the important
method of developing Chinese Mingwu words and plays an essential role in Chinese vocabulary accumulation during the
derivative period. The main ways of making words by meaning in plants names of Ancient Chinese are semantic extension
and the derivation of the etymeme. Word-making by meaning of plants names in Ancient Chinese is always with the
changes of the sound and the font. It promotes the rapid accumulation and increase of the characters in proper nouns in
plants names objectively. Word-making by meaning of plants is people’s cognitive result of the objective world. Metaphors
and categorization play a very important role in the process.

Key words: Ancient Chinese;Plants Names; Word-making by Meaning; Cognition
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