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Construction of Time Concept by Space Concept
in Chinese Space-dimensional Adjectives
ZHU Lihua, BAI Jiehong

Abstract: Space and time are the two ways for the existence and movement in substance. Therefore, there are a
number of Chinese words used for time concept by way of space concept, such as “chang (4 ), shen (¥), da
(X)” . This paper investigates the cognitive mechanism of the construction of time concept by space concept in Chinese
space-dimensional adjectives: “chang, shen and da”.

Key words: Chinese space-dimensional adjectives; space concept; time concept; cognitive mechanism
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