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WERE Y K
The Rise of Degree Adverb “Hen” and the Decline
of Degree Adverb “Shen” in Modern Chinese
Tang Chuanyang
Abstract ;In the history of Chinese, both Shen and Hen are important degree adverbs indicating
high degree, and there is a compelition and substitution relation between the two. Before the Yuan
Dynasty, the Shen was commonly used as the degree adverb. But since the middle of Qing Dynasty
Hen is mainly used as the degree adverb. Through investigating the use of Hen in modern literature
and combining with its distribution in modern dialects, this essay attempts to prove that the genera-
tion of the adverb of degree Hen is the result of self — semantic evolution and language contact, the
spreading is from north towards south. In modern Chinese, the adverb of degree Shen only appears
in written language. There are three reasons for the decline of the adverb of degree Shen. Firsily,
low clarity of meaning ;Secondly, psychology of seeking new; Thirdly, the use of other adverbs of
high degree such as “Hao bu” ,“Hao sheng” ,“Hao” ,“Shi fen” ,etc.
Key words:the adverb of degree;Shen ; Hen ;history ;present situation.
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