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TERE. Y X

Lexicalization Process of Chinese Verb“Na Ba ( £ 3z)” and Its motivation
Du Jianging

Abstract: The Chinese verb “/Na Ba” is no longer seen in mandarin, but it is still active in
Chinese dialect. By detailed investigation of “/Na Ba” in modern Chinese and Chinese dialect, we’
ve been seen ‘Na’ and ‘Ba’ was first used together in the Song Dynasty. It starts to have a tend-
ency of lexicalization in the Ming Dynasty. At the end of the Qing Dynasty, ‘Na Ba’ became a
word. It was active in modern Chinese before the 1980s, then it only retains in some Chinese dia-
lects. The main evolution reasons of * Na Ba’ are ‘syntactic environmental impact’ , * dualization
and its thythm promotion’ , ‘cognitive function’ , ‘pragmatic analogy’ and so on.

Key words:verb; Na Ba; lexicalization process; reason.
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