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XIN Yongfen and ZHUANG Huibin, Z Rhyme Alternation in Chinese dialects: Its type, distribution
and origin

Z Rhyme Alternation refers to the sound alternation in certain Chinese dialects with the grammatical
functions comparable with the suffix -z (F) in some Mandarin dialects. It presents itself by phonetic alternation
of the root syllables, and is resulted from the fusion of root syllables with suffix syllables in the utterance
flows. The present investigation shows that Z Rhyme Alternation is mainly distributed in the middle and
northern He’nan Province, as well as the southern and southeastern Shanxi Province. Besides, it is also
sporadically distributed in some parts of Hebei, Shaanxi and Shandong provinces. From the perspectives of
geographical distribution, typological features, and demographic change, Z Rhyme Alternation is considered to
be an indigenous sound change in the Central Plain of China. Based on the evidence from sound change,
historical literature and linguistic facts attested in various dialects, it is proposed that diachronically, Z Rhyme
Alternation originated from the further fusion of the root morphemes with diminutive suffixes -zi and/or -er( JL),
representing semantic bleaching on suffixes. At present, Z Rhyme Alternation in these dialects has lost its
diminutive meaning and begun to serve as general terms. This leads to new semantic distinctions with other
subsequent diminutive-associated forms such as er-retroflection, reduplication, and ge-prefixation (373kiA]), etc.
Key Words: Mandarin dialects, Z Rhyme Alternation, geographical distribution, typological features, historical

development

ZONG Shouyun, Preposition stranding as a prominent syntactic structure in the Zhangjiakou dialect
Preposition stranding ( PS henceforth) refers to the prepositional phrase in which a preposition is followed
by a nominal empty node, which is not allowed in many languages including Mandarin Chinese but peculiar
enough, commonly used in the Zhangjiakou Jin dialect, Hebei Province. This paper offers a panoramic
description of PS in this dialect involving more than ten prepositions assuming a wide range of semantic roles,
with the commitative preposition of gen (#}) as the most prototypical case for PS. The paper notices that PS is
susceptible to a number of restrictions including 1) the features regarding the prepositions per se, such as the
level of grammaticalization, number of syllables and genre differences between colloquial and formal registers;
2) the contrasts of concreteness vs. abstractness or of agency vs. non-agency concerning the preposition’s left-
dislocated object; and 3) the syntactic and semantic properties regarding the head of the predicate to which the
stranded prepositional ‘phrase’ serves as an adjunct. Considering both the paradigmatic and syntagmatic
accessibility, it is rather sensible to identify PS as a prominent and robust structure in the Zhangjiakou dialect.

Key Words: preposition stranding, the Zhangjiakou dialect, prominent syntactic structure
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