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On the Ambiguities and Differentiations Generated by Reciprocal Adverbs

YU Junhong
( College of Chinese Language and Culture, Nanchang Normal University, Nanchang 330032, China)

Abstract; The reciprocal adverbs are very special in Modern Chinese. The sentences formed by them

may generate ambiguities under a certain condition. Ambiguities can be roughly divided into three types: the

ambiguity derived from reciprocal manners, the ambiguity of quantity of the reciprocal events, and the ambigu-

ity generated by the indications of the reciprocal adverbs. The three kinds of ambiguities have their own char-

acteristics, each being very complicated. As for the differentiation of the ambiguities in the reciprocal con-

struction, the way that transforms a simple sentence into a compound sentence, the way that increases the in-

terrelated words, and the way that complements to explain them are adopted.

Key words: reciprocal adverb; ambiguity; differentiation
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