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The Historical Investigation and Cognitive Interpretation

of the Verb Kailai( J12§)

TANG Shansheng,

CHANG Ying

( College of Humanitiess, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China)

Abstract ; Kailai( JF3%) is a compound directional verb, lexicalized from verb “Kailai” , which can ex-

press several meanings: opening, separation, extension, inclusion, the aspect marker, etc. The link among

those is the cognitive schema of the verb Kailai( ¢ ) indicating a sense of space. Metaphor plays an impor-

tant role in its development. The usage of Kailai( 713 ) and Kaiqu( J125) is asymmetric because of the di-

rectional verbs lai(3%) and qu( ).

Key words:directional verbs; structural metaphor; grammaticalization
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