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Historical Investigation of Degree Adverbs Youxie( f74£) and Youdian( A7 %)

ZHANG Jiahe
(Xingzhi College, Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China)

Abstract ; The degree adverbs Youxie (752E) and Youdian( 45 &) are used in Modern Chinese. They ex-

press close meaning and deliver similar syntactic function. Youxie( 75 %£) came into existence in the Five Dy-

nasties and was used more frequently after that. Youdian (45 &) appeared in the Ming Dynasty, but it had few

applications in literature until the late Qing Dynasty, much less than Youxie (45 2£). Henceforth, the usage of

Youxie( £785) was declining, whereas Youdian (745 & ) was booming and even likely to replace the former ad-

verb. Governed by the economy principle of language, the semantic clarity fundamentally results in the process

of one( Youxie) replaced by the other( Youdian ).

Key words: Youxie( f45) ; Youdian( 45 5 ) ; lexicalization; historical study; reasons
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