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The Abstraction and Iconicity in the Semantic Representations of Words

LIN Li-hong, LU Shan, JIANG Ting—ting

( Faculty of Foreign Languages, Ningbo University, Ningho 315211, China )

Abstract: This paper probes into the mutual constrains of abstraction and iconicity in the semantic encoding of words. Three

points are discussed. Firstly, the ubiquity abstract meanings with abstract words evolve from the property of language, and prove

the best source of abstract knowledge. Secondly, the roles and functions of iconicity and abstraction are discussed: iconicity

facilitates language learning and communication owing to the form—meaning resemblance, and the abstraction or arbitrariness of

human languages are useful in the establishment of new categories and new form—meaning mappings. Thirdly, Form-meaning

arbitrariness allow language to better convey abstract meanings, and iconicity is inimical to abstraction in that iconic forms are so

connected to specific contexts and sensory depictions that generalization is hard to derive.

Keywords: iconicity; abstraction; semantic representations; form—meaning mapping
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