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Reinterpretation of Frege’s Theory of Sense and Reference
LIU Jia
( Research Institute of Foreign Languages, Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing 100089, China )

Abstract: The theory of sense and reference is one of the hot topics in the field of language philosophy. Though Frege has
discussed the sense and reference of proper names and sentences in detail respectively, there are still some problems in terms of
ambiguous definitions and improper statements. Based on the illumination of Frege’s theory of sense and reference, the article
explains in—depth the sense and reference of proper names to clarify some existing problems. Moreover, the sense and reference
of simple sentences and complex sentences are discussed and some unsolved questions are pointed out. Finally, a tentative
improvement based on deficiencies of Frege’s theory is made and the shifting from theoretical exploration to empirical study can
be implemented by combining disciplines of linguistics, psychology and cognitive science.
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