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Realis, Irrealis and Differentiation of GUOZHEN
NIE Ren—fa, GE Zi—lan

( Faculty of Humanities and Media, Ningbo University, Ningbo 315211, China )

Abstract: In order to be scientific and useful, the functional dictionary should point out the linguistic conditions that restrict the
emergence of meanings and functions besides enumerating the meanings of words and illustrating them with examples. The
research shows that the meanings and functions of GUOZHEN are closely related to realis/irrealis context, and each meaning is
actually a contextual variant of the same sememe. In the realis context, GUOZHEN (%E) corresponds to GUORAN (SREK) while
in the iirealis context, GUOZHEN corresponds to ZHENDE (E:[1Y). The differentiation of GUOZHEN provides another example
of the realis/irrealis opposition in Mandarin.

Keywords: realis/irrealis; explanation of function words; GUOZHEN (%E), GUORAN (%4/}9, ZHENDE (EE/‘])
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