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The Re-discussion about “Morpheme Words” in Contemporary Chinese

DIAO Yan-bin
(School of Chinese Language and Literature, Beijing Normal University, Beijing 100875, China)

Abstract: The source of morpheme words is supposed to be extended to other Chinese domains except the Mandarin one. During
the development of morpheme words, there are some main reasons that influence and restrict whether the morpheme words can
become the words independently or not, namely the number of the new combination forms and their frequency of use, the degree
of distinction between the new and old meanings, and the position of the morpheme words in the combination. The proposition of
the concept of morpheme words has multiple meanings to the study of contemporary Chinese vocabulary, the first is to establish
a new perspective; the second is to bring some new knowledge; and the third is to propose some new questions.

Key words: Contemporary Chinese; vocabulary; morpheme words
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