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Anaphoric References in Narrative Discourse on Children with Autism

CHENG Yan—hua

HU Yue-chan
(1. School of International Studies, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310058, China;
2. Applied Technical School, Jiaxing University, JiaXing 314033, China)

Abstract: This study compared the elicited narration of children with autism and the typically developing control group. We fo-

cused on the use of referential expressions in terms of introducing and tracking the story character during a story-retelling task.

Results revealed significant differences in the referential choices between two groups: children with autism used far more defi-

nite references to introduce a character in the story , and they also tended to produce more zero references even when the char-

acters were unspecified with respect to their discourse contexts. Moreover, in contrast to the anaphoric linking used by typically

developing children, autism still relied upon the deictic references more often.

Key words: Chinese autistic children; references introduction; references maintenance; pattern of anaphoric reference



