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Gapping in Mandarin Chinese: A Language Information Structure Perspective

WANG Zhu, ZHANG Tian-wei
(The National Research Centre for Foreign Language Education,

Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing 100089, China)

Abstract: Based on Language Information Structure Theory and a contrast test of the acceptability of gapping data, this paper
identifies that gapping exists in Mandarin Chinese. The linguistic context helps to improve and understand its acceptability.
Mandarin Chinese gapping is a typical Topic-Comment Structure, and it transmits contrastive information by means of contras-
tive topic and contrastive focus. The roles of focus and the strength of contrastive information are the main factors affecting
gapping’s acceptability. Quantifiers, demonstratives and imperative mood can increase the acceptability by strengthening cont-
rastive information. Adverbs, negators and effect-cause complex sentences can decrease the acceptability by influencing the
roles of focus.

Key words: gapping; Language Information Structure; Topic-Comment Structure; contrastive topic; contrastive focus



