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Reflection on Lexicographical Problems through the Idiom Dian Shi Cheng Jin
YU Huarjin
(Research Institute of Foreign Literatures . Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732, China)
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Abstract: This dissertation starts from the problem that many dictionaries copied each other, mistakenly tracing origin of
the idiom Dian Shi Cheng Jin to Lie Xian Zhuan by Liu Xiang of West Han Dynasty, and then reveals that it actually origi-
nates from Nagarjuna's story recorded in Buddhist scriptures. Subsequently, it points out the cultural basis of Buddhist
culture being integrated into Chinese native Taoist culture, and deeply reflects on lexicographical problems such as seeking
quick success, following others blindly, handing down inaccuracies, etc. Finally, it lays emphasis on the authority of dic-

tionaries and calls for lexicographists” sense of responsibility to readers, academics, and society.
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