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Jane Austen’s Becoming a “Feminist” Writer:

Celebrating Jane Austen’s Bicentenary

Fu Yanhui
( Institute of Foreign Literature of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Beijing 100732 China)

Abstract: Feminist criticism plays an important role in positioning Jane Austen as a Canonical writer and defines her as a

feminist writer. Feminist criticism of Jane Austen covers various topics including the tradition of women’s writing the ideal

of womanhood and marriage plot. These topics not only concern the 18" century British women but also involve the identity

construct of modern women. In the long run they also relate to the direction where the human society moves towards. In

this sense it shall be a meaningful attempt to figure out how Jane Austen has become a feminist writer in the past two hun—

dred years since her death in 1817.

Keywords: Jane Austen; feminist criticism; tradition of women’s writing; ideal of womanhood; marriage plot



