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A Discussion on the Fricativization of i in Chinese Dialects
—Evidence from Guzhang Dialect of Hunan

PENG Jian-guo, DU Tian
(College of Chinese languages and literature, Hunan University, Changsha 410082, China)

Abstract; The high vowel of i in Guzhang dialect has been fricativized after initials of Bang (#§) and
Jian (MW,) groups whereas it hasn’t after initials of Duan (¥ii) and Lai (3€) . If it has been in the process of
fricativization, it has the tendency of laminalization at the same time. Variant pronunciations after different

initials may reflect the order of fricativization. It has important reference value on the understanding of the

related phenomena in Chinese dialects.
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