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Abstract: Figure is regarded as the information center of a motion event and functions significantly in cognizing and represen-
ting events, but it has not yet received equal and fair quantitative treatment like the other elements. Depending on the parallel
English-Chinese translational corpus of motion event constructions containing two or more grounds, we carry out systematically
a comprehensive analysis of figures in English and Chinese motion events in terms of animacy, movability, compositeness, and
the interaction between figures and subjects/topics. We find that 70% English and Chinese figures are animate, about 30%
are inanimate. Movability counts as an important factor to be a figure, but not a necessary one. 85% subjects/topics in Eng-
lish and Chinese are realized by figures, non-figure subjects/topics account for only 15% . Besides, these non-figure subjects/
topics generally make appearance in fictive constructions in Chinese, and in factive constructions in English. Besides, English
and Chinese speakers employ figure-conflating constructions to express their motion experience in the world in non-figure sub-
ject/topic constructions. We thus conclude that English and Chinese figures possess more similarities than dissimilarities in the
aforesaid aspects. With this study on figures we believe we have advanced motion event research crosslinguistically.
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L. 3§/

INENE LENHE S B YRR EEE RN, B X
BHE S, ARARBERERSEN S BRE2E
MISMEH R Z MR R o Talmy (1985) 4438 B # 44 X
BB REREHNEE, GREANER B
& (figure ) . & B ¥ ( ground ) | % 3 ( motion ) 1 B 12
(path) , KB AR TS5 BYERE L B3
k. BEEHERE MNBEHBHMIEMEEZD
B, AiEMBSEREHBNS B, EENBNE
MR IA 2 AR, R BB, BRSER
RBLSK, B S BEBE T HMBEAT SRR,
MANHRNER—BEE5SBY, HXEED, B
ERITEANR. FETH, AXTERERIUEMNSB

BEHFEFPBE, UARIEY B3 EF G NEES
K. ARSHRYARLEHLE L.
BRI BN TR FHMRILESHE
R AR Ko, BEAS BFST (Chu 2004,2007,2011; 25 5
2011; F#E A 2015; 56) IKEE“B ) R ERMETF SR
¥” WG E RIEEN (Talmy 1978 ,1988,2000a) i+ T
BEAASAEWRNES, NI S LERESR
& X B & %& . Talmy (2000a) | Langacker ( 2007 ) %45 1A
H BB REARNPWAE ERLHAES T Em
PE” TR DA B A (] R A 45 PR R TR R
fiE , #1368 E AT FE (2016) A Ay SE T2 #6278 3 1438 R
BRETHIE NI, BEMRNBI EEKNRED
BB B BARAE S EIRAL T B SR A, RATIA
R BTN R S R ST IE BT 2% R F 8 B 5% B0 O s, X
o1



WIUEEL 5B B o ik 1 & VR FRE 217
FHHEE , NS ERERIWEIES L

2% SCHKHE Talmy (1995 ,2000a) f7 52 4 #3223 44 ()
R R—1F R0, it B BEDBUE VAT R B,
Bk A mE TR EeE Bk EiE/EE
BB A B AR TS R DUE L B B g F 4 %
ik, BERENIUEPITEREFRRERIEER
TR B LU — B A SO i B H % 3 : Tender is the
Night( Fitzgerald 1956 ) K& H H A (K AR E) (PR
2006 ) ,The Portrait of a Lady ( James 1991) }& H HiFE 2
(—fik RS (TR 1984) (IRIEHTY (ER
1999) K H ¥ 4 Camel Xiangzi (Shi Xiaoging 1981),
(UTEABEE ) (FkiE 2004 ) K H 3R ¥4 Heavy Wings
(Goldblatt 1989) , FEIUZ PO BBV i VE Hy 1B R R IR 19 £
EHHRRAPERENEEBY, EERTRE BiRN
Ko LL The Portrait of a Lady 5l , Ak & LA BRG#%
PR, FBEAYRTERZAN KB B ZPY HBHEE
FREFERN, EFERERTRART A XEERY
EEPKL LS S, BAR B E44FE (Bohnem-
eyer 2007) . AH LA REORES B E A BRE K.
20 ABA R ER SR T BB BRREE B
YER, TR A TR 15 2l R W B fEn v, DAL
AARHESE R R R, 2 AL S B FRAE P 50, IR L A Y
NBEHEHER, SAEHIEBNENE SRS, %
T, AT 5 2 448 W INEE R 201 B, DUEE R
224 {5, BEETERLH 134 B0 IE FEOUE R, 67 Bk A
BEEFESCE R DUBE R 71 6] 5 B0E IR SCE B 153
B Ry BB PE SO R

2. BHBHENE

A: i (animacy ) & AT T8 Sh R BB A RE 2
—o Comrie(1989 Chap. 9) 5l th 1 A i & ay B F 4.
A > EARLEY > BEGY, BUKHBTREAH KM
I 51 (1996) Bh 4168 (2008) &, HR4EHS 3h i £ A
B RIMBRFEBE(+)RMEE” ) BENMSH. K
PN EBEIERENRRG R, B R HIR Lo
1,

F 1. BHEEH G Hp

HEC+) FAE()
IARE Tem | man | WE | RAR
Ex 104 77.6% 30 22.4%
§ 5 37 55.2% 30 44.8%
Bt 141 70.1% 60 29.9%
JH3C 46 64.8% 25 35.2%
Wig 538 110 71.9% 43 28.1%
Bt 156 69.6% 68 30.4%

TR 1 JATAR B B 58, BPGE PRI B3
A, HHIEE S 70. 1% ,BUE 51 69.6% , B A B3]
BERRE T B0 XUEAFE ALK

e D

WA, SN —RIARRA WIS IR, LI CEE
B Rulra i REE LW TR

K, EIE R &A 30% A A&, L
HFBFIROLES. W(2),

(2)® a. Zheng slides a rickety stool out from under
the table with his foot.

A EAL R Bl R ERTHETF,

b. Sunlight filtering through the branches of the tall
poplars would slant in through the window and shine the
hardwood floor of the assembly hall.

brEELBZRGOHHHE, ELTRGEET,
BEAE AR L,

c. A ball comes sailing over from the basketball court
and hits Zheng Ziyun in the heel.

CAEHMEB L TER, AB/ART MG
o

RYE B ER X et Az sh F AR AR
EABE, BRHE=ZMIEFL. F—, ZERARER
HE X, B SA TGS EEIFRERT, 24
THBHAE, I (2a) : stool (BTF) BT EXEY. ARE
HENRE ST, RAE Zheng KIFEI T A B T S B4 table,
HK, BN BN B LSS EY I EAS R E
MEHRREM ZHHARBSHRNIETAR” (
Talmy 1996) ;¥ 5 2 , B IR K EE LM FF R
RAEEANTHIAMTE R B, tan(2b) , B34 sunlight
(FHG) 0 stool (BT) —H%, LR TAY , (BAE M IR F 14
PR TR RHTEH T, RETHE, T &
Bz sh, 5(2a) R, sunlight (B ) F 3 AMTH
B ERAAE, B SRS B A TIA S BB
(Langacker 1987 :145) fik % . 38 =K% B B FE 4 ( Talmy
1988) MBS ATE RSP HAE T BB BRAETH
#:%, (2¢) PRAEB S ball (FER) (18 R HRGER
AT eMER"  BURHF LA IERE L,
HY BB SEZE AT BESEAR &,

RTFBHEEMERITIERY: EEPAES L
RS ARG AR, B A B i S T AR B R A
HHEL L 70% M 30% . KK, FEEAIAERFE
RN RAYR, RITBT R R, EBEB SR K
BN A BEAPENT A MBESHE A
KB EAEBE,

3. BIEMABY

Sk B YA K 69 B 904K 8 ] % 1 (mova-
bility) , BIRETH% 30, — AR X J2 B 3l 14 (Y [ 7 4R AL
Chu(2007,2011) LAZ B A RZERA A R it 7 b8 ik
WEBHAT BRI, AR — T SHFI . EXTF
FUETERRERER RSN BRARIEER L
WAL I JE TR AR B R AR LA AL B RAR AR



g/ BEE WY, —3EF 6 K KR HIE: 1) “ A
Kz’ ) KB LER”; 3)“RATEBY”; 4)
“Tork BB AETER T 5) AL AR T
BRIk 6) “AMFEARNESBERYIE”
BEI(2)TE, (2a) B stool (FF) \ball(EEK) RAE T
AR, EMTAFENMNME, BELEG, BT R
BRBEMS FFERNTAEY” ; sunlight (FHYE) &R F1E,
TorkarE], BARIRATAT LA shaft(3R) (ray(2%) FEIFF
L BEFEAIBE RN R, HY R LESE &Y
B, B R AN FEERES BN, e
Bl rain(KE) B F“REITR"S“KRTHB
YisETHERI NEFERNBEMEEUTBENYIE,
Ho 40 flood (k7K ) \smoke (A% ) 55 ; “ AM L AFTEE AT LA
SRR BIRERRAEHR TIEW R RHNINEHEA S
B, — BT B, LD church (#(3) |
tree(B) 5, B S IBRESHIATEY ., Chu
(2007,2011 ) INRER] B HERFIIF N BTN, HH
BESA R “ B ahik” KM g AR AS BYN A G,
KRBMNER, DUE BB P ERH B & 254 1~ X H
171 BB FARKFAEY”, G 67.3% , FiEER b
B T ML B EIE 216 AR shik b 146 48 T« A2H0
7, G 67.6% . XTEERFERINTH—BIAFAEE .
BEFBENN MBS B, HRETEEENS Chu
(2007,2011) BB FFFIAR—3, TERNTHZIEMBIE
ER R HEE S A KRR BB Y HEEE =100
¥R “AMIFEEANESERYE”, BN E
“TEEBEMIFENTEY”  BEEAYE“RLEL
A7 VB E AR AR BN, FHiy
KBRATEITESIE, TR LB IETFFIRE A
RKFEY” > “KRT BBY” > “FAMHFEEREES
BERYIER” > L AR HEMI FERNTEY” > “388
TE”>“AMSTHFAEBETUSBERY &R (LE2. R
3)o
%2 REHHENTHBFHC

. UIEM | B | ®E |—hkt] .

Bl iR H] S | BT | RE | ER /N | B4
1. ANEMEy 30 29 | 50 62 171 167.3%
3. RARWTEBY 9 3 14 8 34 [13.4%
6. A HEH

R o 3 6 3 12 24 |9.4%
4. TEBBEM

A dioheny 9 4 2 0 15 |5.9%
2. EIR 0 0 7 1 8 |3.1%
5. AWML FEER

T4 B M b 0 1 1 0 2 |0.8%
Bit 51 43 77 83 254 | 100%

AXEE W BRERER ALY, FIFHI2
FRR,ILFRTHEMIBEREZET ZHh, HZENR
B

R 3. RIEH B RETHMTFF

Heavy | Camel [Tender Is| The Portrait

Bl Wings | LXiangzi|the Night| of & Lady /A RS
1. ANZEAEy 13 29 56 48 146 |67.6%
3. RRTABY 5 6 13 6 30 |13.9%
6. RMIFAH

T R4 B BBk 2 4 0 12 18 |8.3%

4. T HBEM

SRR TAY 9 3 1 0 13 [6.0%

2. KEITH 0 0 5 0 5 |2.3%

5. A FAEHE

LA B 3 1 0 0 4 1.9%

Bt 32 43 75 66 216 | 100%

PLAZE T B R, Chu 3TN N ZE PRSI %
FHREYEB SRR IEMAE B, H LI (3) Ui

(3a. HREETARE,

at A ki ET &K,
b. A% F 7 Bie%, (Chu2007)

(Ba) PR THRME, BB “RE" LT
HHAE, BAEBIFH LR R TRE", (3a)
HET _ENME, “RE RABNE, R AT
W ERBBERBXBAZRB M EGHRE: REY
Pean“#” RkI0 TSR, 1TRE T AN T RE
BAEHHRER, GO)E R 5“EH " NELE
HTRANERSFI LR YEORE" CBRE”,
MTEERELABZR . X6 FHRH, BEHEHF
FERAB IR E R E R R, X FRATE — &L E
BHERRFRANEEBHE S S TEBHEHK
R —3

AR AERATHITER P A4« 28 TR i#% 3h ik
HILBIRAR T RRT BBY” . “AMSLFE RS
BHR” E— R L _E R (movability ) BEAK A 414
7 RITAAWITEREREER, LA UERERER
B E R E T RRIRE KE  BESEATH LB
[f] ( Fauconnier 1985, 1997 ; Croft & Cruse 2004 ; F 3Lt
2004 %) g BRHER T RN, WA aht, HILEA
TIAR P ZE L RENERNERRR, 5ERL
H, MARLSBIMYIER, FATLIZEE T H 85 MR
BAIRE AR, YL RILE REP EHE S %
HrFE L (CCL) BARIEE KL 500 4, 2 A8 =X 8
=, EREREY AUH 16 G IKE" RILENBT
K AVE Y 3% . TEEREBHRHI P IRE” RIEERE
TR, REREMRS. .

(4)

a. BHRLAERESRETH[AF] L RAEKEL
BHEL FHERGEE SR ERE S RiE
F,... [ X # &./% K/CWAC/APT0099. txt ] ( Young
1984)

b. 20 # &A1, & FH K A2 A BB ARILFe

. 3.



[AF ] HEHARBANB AT P, SN2 #2F -, K
bF At EE A A [ X B B./% K/CWAC/
ASTO119. txt]

“WE"TE(4a) PRFEATHE, #HE T BIETES
R R, 7E(4b) 1 5 “ Bl — B4 A “HAR” 1 HFH,
)i ETEBURE LT o

[, AT LA car 4F K %R, BE AL AL BYU-BNC
(Brigham Young University-British National Corpus) 5 3
B 500 #&FEiEHI4) . EIMEERSTUE AL ALH 99
K car RAE KB SR, 2976 20% ; £ 80% LA b i R
H car AR TR FREBSBSRY HBLRY, L in
B R A LR SRR R E, B R B IR EE
41 in a car,out of a car,car park,car door —JSHIHI X, 24
R BAM RS TREETE T BENE REE O
BN RS THE,.CEMN TR ERES" car fEH
BHEEEFHXH R ILREE HEEEREH
AP EE K, XM EEBSTEDOER 2 18 B8R &
ZHEB,

BAATRZMERELETAEASRTLAER,
W BRI E AT 3 ik B — A A, E AR
T EAME RS, B TSl RIS, EHE
MESFREARERTHITH, XBARARBES
RAFEEAEBIET WAL E EYERREER K
BAMEXEE AR, T A WASE TR SHE, L
TH & JEEEH N L HEMBER

ABEI TR, TR AIBIARNER X
4 B AR LB RS RE I B B AR, I R RN A
Wk SR ME— B R . Chu (2007, 2011) %A %)
BB LA BB, R B sh ik m AT fe
R, & X BF R R X — S EE R

4. BHBHASHE

BT REBSENT AR RS, RITEXERH
Sikp— Ny EE B RN A S, B RERMmE
I RATEER MBS ERFERALER
B WA AEIBRESITRA, BEMILEF &
H94.5% F194. 2% WA BN H REE— Mk, &
BHYL 5% MMNBH P EERIE— Bk, ERE
ARk, .

(5)

a, A2 Fek B~ NBEAEELEFTANAH T HEE
AT B¥—

b. B felf IEXBERGBH, LBTAAE
BEFHRGFRGEE

c. EAFediT WAL LFREET,

KEXEBHEMRBRNER . BB 4%
“RRFATRI(A B FUCBUE” B (18 ) B, BUE
B EHXTER . KRBT BESBNIEE RS —

]

IR iR L R FE AR R it B A A (R Bk 2002) 5
FEXnikh BEEERAEERN, YU(S) A, (53)
FHB NI AE 4, (5b) FRBEA T4, #
WBETREABNEHAE, “ ™M R &Y
“HHHCFEEREE, BEREXR, B THESE %S,
(Sc) PR “ENM“BA” BAR R . F2, B3 X4
Wit EABe—IE,

“Bf RS SR SRR B BUETT N,
Bi—#a Bk (A) BB SRE T A —HoBIE(B)
WAL BRAE, RERIMNEENBIIEGE(+). TE
()28, BEAESBRET AN T NAESR:

(I)A( +)—>B( +) HEBELHA (13 1)

(i)A( +)—-B(-) : HAEEEARMHE (3 F))

(i) A(-)-B( +) : RAESHESHHE (2 4)

(iv)A(-)—=B(-) : RABUEHE (0 #])

TEFEITBIH SR, RE R () BB
HE HIET B, DUE6 0, B T B R SBUEEH
EARE:E4, — B BIENBHIRET 55—
SRR B, i

(6)

a. The first time she brought him home from the pre-
cinct station. _

b. whsmAk B — RICHMNIK H B4R S,

“she” A1 him” ,* BB A1 M 15 5 T IR
ARZEWMERN EABHERER LW, &
“she” M him” , “ BB B " 2 BT 2 B At
HF B she” 71 “PHIAC RIS ECRBHK T " him”
b AL B

HedampumT:

(7)

a. (FF) AT Pl A koo

a." He brought in his bedding from the doorway. (A
(+)—B(-))

b, —#TRETI B OKFAE R—5TE 4 KK E
AT HMBE,

c. Two or three sweeps of the broom took him from one
end to the other... (A(-)—B( +))

ERMOBRENRERRS (v) TEBEHE
FAG,. ERREREZRREFEHERE M
The Corpus of Contemporary American English ( COCA) 3A/]
RASBRIEARN(Td.Te) BEFBFDGE RS

d. The first trains served mainly to carry goods between
towns that canals did not reach. . .

e. LBBEFRTAFRKEB, BEEATIER, EX
TER,

BaiEMH SR EATXRNIME, RIESHEH
ESR A, REMB I ERT NG R, S8
WIeEH . 5%, ARS8 B R, W HASL R A



HEB X F (6a.6b.7a.7a"7b Tc.7d 7e) , BB &
ZHRIMEARAMBE-ZERR. HR, RYBEMNRED)
AT LA A (40 6a.6b 6a 6a) , AT DA TCAH (41 T,
7d.7e) B EBERL.

5. BRMESEEEE

R A B AR R FRIE B A v T B S B At
AR, AFIE T AR — s s A T HEE
SSE5MESKR A . SRY BMEEE.
BIREBRSWIHE, MENETE, SBY KR
77 o Talmy(2000b) IAE A2 B 0, B I i
RGN RN R A CERERS, LR E
EEE/EEAE ., RERINWIENTE, EXEE
PRI A PE 88% N 82% f £ iE/i% B th B sh ik
FEXH(ANBI(6) Ry “she” F1“ It EIRK” ) LB B K 18/
TR 15% (T (7c) FAT“ Two or three sweeps” ), &
AN, TFEMPUER s 28/ GBS EB Ik
FiE/ER SRR R MUNRE, LR 4,

F4 BEHKE EE/ER

HE e el BE EE:4:4

WiE EB IR EIEEH 28 13%
Bahik X8/ 158 196 88%

®iE B iE/EE 37 18%
Balik EiE/ E 165 82%

XHAELES B, BIUEF A& g —3
A B AR A S 2544 9 AT B (figure ) , ZEAMTHIIA
MPEFEH BN E (windowing) , RAERR (FEF
2011 ;357 B 2013 ; Chu 2004 28) L E T X — K B,
BATTEAITISE SRR DUEP B SR  EIE/F
BB DL,

ERMMTBERIER S, BB SR E B/ EEARA
23 5], Forp 3 9 1, DUE 14 fil, X EF B G, 14 H12h
B EARERX,I FIVELEHEHREIR. B
BRI, BRSSP IGER 11 6], EiEA 3 fi;
Bz, 10GE 3 4, 1E 6 4, B M HIUEIER
ik B/ HEA P ERGE S SR B, EEER
iR EIE/ EEA) P ESLES WM (RS,

RS EHHEEEFEAY

BE Wik B4

EHEshF RS 3 11 60.9%
HEiEshFRER 6 3 39.1%
Bt 9 14 100%

XHEAHE 05 B R R B EENE
AR, I 11 41,2947.8% . HAIZEE 4 6,005 7 B,
XM, B R i 15 /7E R, 2R/ AR R
R R BEENEE. BN - MEEREREE
FTHRIEMBHEREER FIE/GEMN — TR E RHE,
BB R 5t iR, R EATARE % s kR & 4 X

( figure-conflating construction) , H.40:

(8)a. He glanced from the money to Xiangzi.

b. #uA]-e--e- PR & 1 B 198 s

ARG b, “he” 5 M1 X LAY EiE/ TR, H
AR CESE P, RATH B EER THENBE,
ARG KBRS EEEE L LM ERE, BN
BEIHRAR he” BE“ thfl]” X LB/ L LY, MRE“he”
BI“HER” (9a) F0°“ MAT]” B9 “ 2 FR” (9b) — 2 Ay BE & 5k
EMREY ., (92) B—MHMAKALEEHK (line of
sight) ( Talmy 2000a; ¥ E4& % 2017) , A 2 317 glance
Bie TBEIE, /037" from” Fl “to” F & T ZF MR A
(money) 54 & (Xiangzi ) , ) B T 58 % LR 12 3l 1 B%
2o Talmy(2000a) 35 Hi 32 PR Tt 9 A X £ B AT B ==
RAEYARIRIEL, (9b) —RIMAA R THERZ )
AWML TERE, FE 2R AR R
(nonspatial metaphor) ; {H [&] B s I\ 249 , BT A 18 & By
— R LA B S . Matsumoto (1996 ) 1A 35 3 2 {4
B WABDRRLE - 77 5] 44 ( directionality ) 71 i ] 44 ( tem-
porality) , Jy I HEIRE — B3 FM B 5 A MM
B ANRREL SRS N EEEREESEGE
SERE. (9b) BEMEXW L “H/Hh” M5t
T BREANIE R 54 8, T H B LUREH R IEEE,
Bl IR MR R, b

(9b) RATF L R A A B ST,

XYL T X — AR RS R I AR, 7 B R
FH R WIE T X R — NS IE S F M £ER,

PLEHER, R BUEN BB F X i/
TERE B BN Y B IR B/ R 1 B
o, DUE IR RS B ik E iR/ R R #0533 o5 4R B B4R
B BB AR B ik R IE/IE A T B SE B SR
Bk SR EIEFEAER A CEZUMR
Bz ENERTR, A EMB kAR FIE
TE R — B4y B R , SRR & 2 ghidl

6. &ig

35z i Talmy AHIE SCEER, FET AR E
AWK EZ BY R DUE A8 30 3 1 X iE R
P, BT DR Z S F MBI LR E B
e HA ML R BA S ERE BN, RITRA:
BETE, RDGE B E 4B EMHLUE THRE H
IR 70% BEDUEB SR N A &, 30% A MBS ik
NTCHE, ToHE R B ik ik ABUER 3 B =X B S B
B ABE R W MR R B Sk B &, H
ARBEFRAM;94% UL L MBS A BB Ehik, 2 &
BT LA R K B AT BRI BUE B 3 s FE R DE o
85% W) £/ ERLH B BhAR 785, JE RS Bk B/ TR AL
H15% o DUEER, Bk EHE/EEEE A B
B JER RS TR EE RN ER

« 5.



LiEgA . RATRAILDGEEHE F B s E R
GHAREACEFNMF ERE RS, XEPREE
HR8 R RUR R IE/ R R — AR 4 B R, A
Rl & 7 2B

R
@ win:
(1) a. The pencil rolled off the table.
a. The pencil lay on the table.
b. Mk F—H RIS R,
b PR AR BE
(1a) .(1b) B4k pencil FIFBRAFE T 2 J84Y wable Fsk L&
ETEANS; SHAR, B3 pencil FIFERLE (127) . (1b7) £
RPHAUTERYZ b, KA ERETRE,
@ TRV, AT PR IE S 5 B S SUER .
® X EFIEMI I REHB IO R, L I0IT RS F RS
HE, MAEREENBIRT | B S — BB FIEBUE TR
#,
@ 2R3 PWFT, 6. FUAEEERESEBWE” Y Chu
(2007,2011) HEFF , A BEF UL, R AR B
® JE3C K Linguistic metaphor as a whole fits as a category within the
framework of general fictivity ( Talmy 2000a) .
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