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Event Type Characteristics and Subjective Modality
of Short-term Adverbs Dunshi and Yixiazi

Du Yi

Abstract The short-term adverbs dunshi (§fiiif, ‘immediately’) and yizxiazi (—F
¥, ‘suddenly’). though sharing the semantic feature of short time, differ in terms of e-
vent type and subjective modality. Dunshi appears more in the latter event in the event se-
quence, and describes the influence the external world brings to the internal world that is
triggered by a certain inducement, or the inner perception of the reality. Dunshi has the
feature of weak factivity, and emphasizes “subjective short time” and “induced emergen-

’

cy” in the subjective modality. Yiziazi can be used to describe the latter event in a se-
quence of events or an independent event. The clauses hosting yiriazi can describe either
objective events that happen in linear time, or the influence that the external world brings
to the internal world. Dunshi and yixiazi have different values in the short-term adverb
system.

Keywords dunshi, yixiazi, event type, subjective modality
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