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Functions and Causes of the Adjectivization of Distinguishing Words in Contemporary
Chinese: The Functional Extension and Differentiation of xiuzhen (#11¥2)
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Abstract: The mode of expression and the adjectivization of xiuzhen (#1132 ) can be seen in that a statement also refers, that
the expression of demand is focused on modification and coordination, that the expression effect is a combination of elegance
and implicitness. The expanding trend and functional nature of xiuzhen involve a shift from pragmatic needs to functional ste-
reotypes, from temporary usages to parts of speech, from sentence elements to syntactic elements. The evolutionary motivation
and expanding mechanism of xiuzhen include a transition from a sentence element to a syntactic element, a metonymy and
analogy mechanism and a result of infection and refinement. The development and evolution of xiuzhen is undoubtedly a typi-
cal case in the trend of reverse grammaticalization in Contemporary Chinese.
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