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An Experimental Study on Tones of Lingjiang Dialect

in Cangnan County, Zhejiang Province

TAO Huan, ZHU Zixuan & JIANG Shuzhen
Abstract  Eight tones are identified in Lingjiang dialect in Cangnan county, Zhejiang
province, a dialect of Oujiang cluster of Wu group, among which Yangping and Yingu tones
can hardly be distinguished merely by perception and can be both marked as 31. Through an
experimental phonetic method, this paper analyzes the framework of tones in this dialect and
obtains findings on acoustical basis, i.e. the Yangping PHF and Yinqu [} &= tones are not
completely coincident and the major contrast lies in the first 40% period. The starting point of
FO of the Yangping tone is lower, increases at the forepart and decreases at the posterior,
while that of Yingqu tone is higher and then decreases. It is rarely found in Wu dialects that
the major parts of the curves of these two tones are coincident. Two phonetic patterns are
adopted according to this study, i.e. taking the two tones as a whole and distinguishing them
by voiced or unvoiced consonants, or distinguishing them as 231 and 31. To tell which pattern
is better, it needs a comprehensive tone research rather than the mere acoustic analysis or the
generalization from a single dialect.
Key words Wu dialects, tones of Lingjiang dialect in Cangnan county, Yangping FHY¥ and

Yinqu B3 tones, opposition of voiced and unvoiced consonants, experimental study
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