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On the Use of Reference Materials in the Compilation of
Dictionaries of Ancient Chinese

Jiang Shaoyu

Abstract:; The compilation of dictionaries of ancient Chinese must be based on good reference
materials. This article discusses the use of reference materials in terms of phonetic notation,
eniry definition, meaning item classification, and documentary evidences.
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On the Revision of Labeling the Word Class of Multi-Category Words
in Contemporary Chinese Dictionary

Yang Xu

Abstraet; The revision of word class labeling of multi-category words in Contemporary Chinese
Dictionary from the 5th to 7th editions can be divided into two types, addition and reduction.
Addition consists of adding sense(s), changing word class labels, adding new headwords and
lumping the meaning items of headwords. Reduction consists of the deletion or change of the
labels of nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs, as well as the splitting and deletion of
headwords. The evaluation of and reflection on the revision are based on the analysis of some
specific entries. We propose that a usage pattern survey of words based on a large and balanced
corpus be conducted before labeling word classes.

Keywords: Contemporary Chinese Dictionary, word class, multiple-category words, transferred-
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Kinship Terms as Haughty Titles and Their Dictionary Definition
Wang Nan

Abstract; Some of the Chinese kinship terms, in addition to their general use, can also be used

on indignant or jocose occasions to indicate arrogance or self-importance. These terms are re-



ferred to as “Haughty Titles” in this article. Analysis shows that the lexical meanings of such
terms are different from their original appellative meanings used among family members and rela-
tives and from their extended meanings used among non-relatives. These terms, therefore, fall
into different categories of sememes. The number of such Chinese kinship terms is not large, but
their definitions in several Chinese dictionaries need to be improved. This study analyzes the lexi-
cal meaning and pragmatic use of some kinship terms functioning as haughty titles based on their
definitions in several frequently-used Chinese dictionaries and offers suggestions on their dictiona-
ry definitions.

Keywords: kinship terms, haughty titles, lexical meaning, definition

Transmission and Processing of Bilingual Dictionary Entry Information from
the Perspective of Relevance Theory

He Yangyang

Abstract: Starting from the question “What is the dictionary user’s standard to select or ignore
certain information in processing bilingual dictionary entries?” , this article focuses on two major
dictionary compilation entities: the user and editor. Based on the theories of cognitive lexicogra-
phy and “the dictionary as communication” , it integrates the communication theory of dictiona-
ries into the framework of “ostension-inference” of the Relevance theory and then analyzes the
ostensive process of the editor and the inferential process of the user. It argues that what the user
selects in using a bilingual dictionary is information that has contextual effects and relevance.
Keywords: the relevance theory, dictionary as communication, contextual effect, processing
effort

The Knowledge Status of the Speaker, Agent and Perceiver and
the Counterfactual Effect of jiazhuang

Tang Zhengda Qiang Xingna

Abstract; The counterfactual verb jiazhuang (fR%& lit. pretend) takes and then falsifies the
truth value of the predicative complements which can be subcategorized into the predicates of
noumenon ( PoN) and those of phenomenon (PoP), as is so termed in Kantian philesophy.
While jiazhuang falsifies the PoN as a whole, it imposes the falsification effect onto the noume-
non-composed fraction of the semantic value of PoP or onto quite another predicate. A pretending
act requires and necessitates the existence of a trinary combination of roles, i. e. the speaker,
the agent, and the perceiver. The act also makes itself possible only when the Agent assumes
that there is a knowledge gap between the Perceiver and himself. The Speaker remains a role to

bear the witness, sensible enough to overtly pronounce the falsification effect of the pretension.



