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Demonstratives in the Ningbo Dialect

HU Fang

Abstract Demonstratives are universal in the world’s languages, as they serve to
coordinate the interlocutors’ joint attention, one of the most fundamental functions in
language ( Diessel 2006) . Demonstratives are usually distance-marked, and make at least a
two-way distinction between proximal and distal expressions in terms of the deictic center
(L 1990; Diessel 1999). However, there are reports that demonstratives could be
distance-neutral in a few languages ( Diessel 1999; Chen 2007). This paper describes
demonstratives in Ningbo, a Wu dialect, and points out that the proximal demonstratives of
d-/t-series are a late development, while the k-series demonstratives in Ningbo are
distance-neutral.

It seems that demonstratives in Ningbo distinguish in proximal versus distal
expressions by using a d-/t-series versus a k-series items. But the fact is that the k-series
demonstratives are actually distance-neutral, and they have a distal reading only when they
are pragmatically focused and/or co-occur with their d-/t-series counterparts. It is argued
that the neutral, i.e. k-series demonstratives, which emerged from the grammaticalization
of the classifier ge >, are fundamental forms, whereas the proximal, i.e. d-/t-series
demonstratives are late developments from the grammaticalization of location-related
expressions. Therefore, the proximal demonstratives are more restricted both in form and in
function than natural demonstratives in Ningbo. For instance, [Ki1?°] can be used as

2] cannot. Rather, [ d3™] have to co-occur

demonstrative pronoun ‘ this/that’ , but [ d3
with a classifier/quantifier. This paper describes the essential aspects of the syntax and
semantics of demonstratives in Ningbo and concludes that the demonstratives show a
proximal versus neutral, rather than a proximal versus distal distinction in Ningbo.
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1 51§

Diessel(1999) BB 2245 1, #8875 18] ( demonstratives ) 7E t 7 1E & h 2 38
B, BEANHY R FEZEPHXELFE (joint attention) , B AKIEFTFFFRH
(Diessel 2006) , Diessel(1999) it —EHiHa+E tH, FRHEEDSK ST, H
fHEDBOES P, BaRME, BB EE. #87R55 11 (demonstrative identi-
fiers) AKX Arigif, A4, HEARBIA—E R 53mi o

PUE R B EFR A 8 W X I ( 8 BGH 1990) . BFFESCER LI
5, MUEREEEE. F5, WS RORRKEES, WA LBEHEHERIAAR
KA ENE . B IBRSETTE, WHRERRRRRIEREA (MR, KX
KES 1999; fFER . Bt 2003; PREF 2007),

AL RETHEN S HRRAM— P HEXS506RHE: ARSE
B, BAEMEX., HEFS, TEISHHRXBMENFE, AUG2HF
(1998) yialgt . BoAE R (2009) MiB €%, EXHERENHFRHAIFAEA,
BULFHXRBRRANIHE S (BB . WE 1999; XFE 2003; RERE
2011; BR45R 2011),

TEFESWERABRM 4, “® Rk, &% R, BFLLEHFR
AR, Bk, “EIAfRRMmgEERNE, FEMEHRESH, Bk, &
HEEN, “ZHFARMBAEEE: 5% XEE, RN TRER,
BREFERAN, “BHARSRIE, ACRERIE, “% BETHRAFS BN
BRFERINEEI, BAXEEMFHERRE TR RENITE, 1
PREW 2011); miEXFIREERN, Bk, “®" XS5 EEZRH. N
R EE, & RETERENHHEEDE, m“® MBRESR, TaERE
FRAFMKNZITBE”MIERA, EORREHERR MR,

2. AREIER

THEF B AN R K PR R AT IR R R IR R R
[k-1758, TP EESEST XHEEM X7 F, AXERZE”; BERR
WA [ d-1/[t- )58, BEBERE"FE, KRR ER",

Diessel (2006) 1A R T0i8 MM & A 2 (ontogeny ) ¥ 42 £ 58 &K A= 2 ( phyloge-
ny) b, HERBBEMANEE S PR LEAA, REEREMEEMIERZ
—, Eit, HBEARNEARBERAEERTS, EXE L, RiEHEtEE, BREF
HINH k-1 %" RRIERBETMERFE A, BRERRBP IS, “&”
FWAl BRI (BE S . WE 1999),

[d-]“&”RB/RFENERFEIE, BES. BE1999) . XIFHF (2003) 1
5%, TieRIHMRBIEEREHRE, BEHANKERRLTMAL, &
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fIXBEE ", NEEEE, LFORE FREE” MLk, Bl: [o?’
B? IRz > (v BBy, ROMT U RBEH-SIERENE
MR, THENREZAZAET, REHW " R EL T34
), MHEARCRET R RS, BOXIVHER, R, £
RIS REEFILAL T, TUBENE, TRBEE“B" 1S “BY, £&
“EVCRET, WARLTIMER, BEAFERGRERE”, NTENTE, &
B, BYEEAN, BHFEHENE, AFEH—EHIU,

B EEE, AFRFE, (4B BBRIERHESTRE /MR, BUL
o “IVERBRHERAKELEE, A5 —LEHREPELSBAEER
EE IS (ME 1993; ®kis 2001); BIBETERFSH, BAERHE,
tan. “-EAR"[g"i?’ ko?’ o’ 1 REALKE", W“HMEL [g” ko?’
op“ M EAEZ“/NE”, LRERMMEIFL. Fik, TS REREERIT 2"
HATRER B T [ d- ]S RAFZHILE (XA FRRAME RR(NNEE )7
A RMEE, WXIFHE 2003:259),

REE R(2015: 132) B T 5 D H BB, INATH T S PRIEEN
“E7(CPEEE) R ARRABRBITRE. BRNTHEF SN RS
R RIBE S RUIESE, (HERR R (2015) M\HAR BT EH RGO LKA
8, INAIERASART S, HEEMAEE S 2 BEEE—FEERR (X
R A HEE”), £8E ERAHEN.

AT TEF RS, &R (ki B ] HAR—NEIBE
B NP, A" AE—P—BEBEX AR (ERLT3.2), LHEZ R,
TFEFEREEITLIH ka? ™ 37 ], FRXE"HER, WEELE, NiZE
RN R, HIREE, RIERIN ka? ™ d3¥ ] R R E” B
X, EHUARAELEERIE; iR, 78 NP 8UaL/bsy N“ " > * i
FEFERIAZE” > ERTE I BT XANEA AT, PR 2B
W, WEHA—LIERE, 5H— DB, B ETGEEIESE, ik EHEH#
—H R/ BRI A BARNER M HEE, E08MT
BHEWE, EXEE,

3. Ak, BX

Diessel (1999 ) #4458 /R 17 918 L4 AR /R FRAE R PE R ARIE . F8n 1Rl HE /R 8
B R Sk Zs AR AR, HARGIRIER . "1tk . S{K4EE (clevation) | HBEE
W, BARES, THIENEREHFREEX2Z4E L IXrHm .
Diessel TA A JE 254k BE I 18 W R - B R A, EMNTET S HMEE, 85
R A — R R A X i, W HEASBARE,
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H—, BIfERSME (exophoric use), UYiih A%5E T8 Hi8HEHRRAF,
“ROEHRAUESEETAEBARFEYR . JRAE S A2 SIHA,
AE XTI RE, T EFERALAEEE, BT EA, b “Z A7
HAEY“ZA HiENA 2NN HRGRIE XS, FXLE, ERBHPHE
fERE BB TR L, RAWRPHRIER, TEHEREBEIE HESE P AT
LUMERN LRR .0 RS RN EAL,

(1) a EBpunro—n, csa P LY papmnPo (TREFH—EHETRLT,)

b * H R gy ea I 770 B pmuBo
c. TR, BT, "8 supna®,
R g W R o e i pptsn o (RENFTALT, AEHETALT )

(la) PR ZIR RIMERE, RaPERR, U URERER BN
WNTEH; ERMRCGZRTER, m(1b) fx, BRBEE X, FEE5E
AN Y AR, EmLsm(le) iR, miffki,

K=, RiEHERE—REE LB NBIEEN A, B TEshiREE T
LstiE, XA, FEABMIAREFXSTE, THERF S thRn, HE, 5
ARFAEBREM, TEFE NIRRT EE o8 A SR IR X
4y, (2b), WEEBWE, 5SEAANMBEERN®E” AR, REROE
WilAAS A A Y7 ("), B, 3hiEEmRHR BRI SRR
Wi, HCAnAT PLE( 2a) BeZRmiE He AR AR T JE B9 A) 1

(2) a. REZZW,, R Fonprpnn RIALZIL,)

b BEFR Ky B ammnin, FEHER Ry Fopunn (KA, FwEMRIL,)

ERA TSP HERARREAR, BEit, MilmseRs—HEr.

P /R AT DABE A AR [ Kin?® ] “ @7 (3a) , AT L5 &R 4 A (3b)
REMAIAER S (3c) ; EMBREANEEANNFE(3d), FEEEEMRE
R AR (3e), REESRIFAMBH, W[dd"” go?* 1 “® A", =&
By L MEEE SRR (VP) B, SEIHERINEE(3g-h) .

(3) a. HRFW,

b, ZAZEKR,

c. BHIME £ HFH,

d *ERK=,

e. * FHATL, A,

f CRBAXKX FA.

g KER(BR o) Bun/ Epuns"tiRo

®© “BHEAAREEN 6],
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h. REDEESE o/ Koy HOREZTET )

B &4, 7£3g-h) WFR S, il hishinEis, xaf, fHEis
AR Y, — T HFREENE, ] L BTE sl
B VP Ay, BR(3g) F“izik”, rl LB VP J5, BI(3h) i “miE e,
A HBFEERNE, HrAEESEERFIC K" £, (3g)H,
R REEY/ZER, B4, JBTHABWRES Y%7 HBE VP ok E
Brre’ZGHER, FrR“EARBEERWED; WREERY/ X2
W, M4, BFHERE S AL WEEFTERRC R ZFHE, £2"IE
X IR B E L

HRYE Diessel (1999) , 18/N AR SGA IR FAFE, BT X R A,
BARkgAR . Ak, BAME. . B AREAK. TEITE AR R
FRIE R RNAKMER, SFEaY. AR, il R, BE.
AR
3.1 542

DUEN B WA ERERE BN, Hit, BaYiErReitts:
WEM, m(4) i, Ky, fixtasst, ERw 2" wMS58HaH, 5
Ah, fEREISEEECIRT G/, WELE T B MTHRE, M (4e).

(4) a. B/BAABR w0

b, EEHFA, .
c. E/ER AETFRLEY,

3.2 J5hbpT

AT AT I Apamifi: /R “X B BB AR #IR” “ 287 “ &k
CHMETE, RRCZAL BB AT A CZIR” R kT M E, 11(5)
i, RIEWMOSRPERROIER, £5BUSESS . B8 UFHiE. FEE
BEHE, SEniAEANERSERE, MARGH, FA“EAEHEEBMA
1, Rge58EGH, &, “®/ZR"EEE L SREEWRF, BFEX
EHAHEK,

(5) W/ R/ /(M) Xk 47, BB R/ K/ (oF) — M, A 4,

B SCRTRG RS, “H” e IR, B ANRRANIRIEIERF X", MM
BRI R M4, B XBE"HER, BAERNE, XN a7 EH
LLUFVER R BT B 5 B 7] ( postposition) , B, FEXMEMRT, EHARRNIE
BHERE, MBRARNX S, thin, a7 RBEaaoumL”, Har I« frig

B an )L/ AL ERE R L/ AL CPTE () me 7,
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3.3 FEHTE]

R HPIERFERES, THEASXAWE 5B S/BR7; T
HEEOSHE, WEU, “xethEsa/BaF e, XU/ T
R RPHEEARN SN . —MEREENEIAERE, “BE" R CEREE A/
B wCA IS R .

(6) Im[kir?® 25" ) pidgegntal’ > [k "] oA’

W6) Fraw, FERMBRER %" SR A BB TR i — 4 iRt
SETE (NP) AT DX 3 — Bt Z AT 38 AR, R iE i — 4 ai AL A 434 (N) [ ko™
P BAE", WH, WA TR %" BT aEE2MER, HRaTuUR
PEFRMEBRH[ kY], Wl &RBEAE ko 1Bt —HRK[ ko?’ ],

R ER“ R o] BRI # RS Bl ], B« RE"“B”“A”
A& WAL S X R —EBmMREE AR, N BT BT %,

B T X4r BUAE” (PR R R B IATC AL ) 5 4 Feat 2)” (PSR iE) . 773
7 E WA T AR5 TERE, RUARIE R E RREE S BARA
R B 22 A Bt

(7) a. €BEK

b. *#0/A/%/ R
c. *HA/A/E
d. #8/A/%%

WETETR, LR EUAREZBWAE, LASEESH, Eit,
(Ta) &8, (Tb)AGE; ABHIE, (Te-d)HAI LA, BEAXBEHE, A.
H” 286, MARZA,

3.4 iR, BE, 7K

R, BE. FRER, ETEFSTURGB R ISR, Zr“m
WX ER, WA EEEHAMAEEN XSy, B EHNERER T k-1,
AEALd-] %R, BEER L, ¥ RL0EGFLK[ k"], EEEN", R
Rtk ka?’ ], GHE“E",

WEH, HORIERIA A/ 87 Rz R RRE R, BRI, AMEMES A, B
M(8) &, TUEE RERTE &~ EFBE T LU BB BT A 19 (8a) |
BhialiE) 2 (8b) , WA LI BB M & 16 (8c) .

(8) a. MIFA(sbi2E)

b. A A A (A A)
c. MER, KEZZEHEBRA (Lo (£6) F8K, RZ2ARLRY,)
d AEBGe( £0)AB)/NREAT (Rk(V)FHEASD)
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A, FEBHNE, EEBHLFEN, HEEEE XA, FHi, XE LM
RN e 22” 4E0G . HiL, HORIERELEZRIEER, “HKRE"E
FRRWHENFRE” WER, BRME, HREREMEM % 7 MR 89X —
FPERHERL R BLA RE M, Tu S5HERR" —EBMman, Fonamd
BUWER, W(sd), HE, “NIRAF" 52PN HERIE T H BB EE %
IRARE B5REAFMER, BEE“MHHEENRE"HER, Bk, “4R
RO HBN" S5 N AHRE” EF'EI‘J“/\”—# W ERRMER

”ﬁiiﬂté‘arﬂubeﬁ?mﬂﬁ“/‘”ﬁi, EREFERR R, MENE
THCER S, LIRS AE, EEFENCAT A, RS, 7
BR, HAGRBRHN&E, REMEMERENIE S, 7 “ Ml
% ﬁij]ﬁbqu:‘

HTHAR TS NI AR AT R R AR, T IR (8) BT A B F
FRCAT, WL RIFEARMY ST A1 M (adnominal ) . 1M H, “EHH B4
WEE, BANE SRR tean, PTRDAGL BHER, KEATIT BN THE S e
g, w=twEeRTRHe” o HH, BT, Ha(9),

(9) a. KERLEH, (KRBt FX,)

b, (kZ)FHBRFHRA, ((BRZ)wi, FREHFHSY,)

c. BEFF? (Ma, Hah?)

“EC AR, AR LARRSA BT — ok, IR B A
REAnmE, (9a); (RWMESH B &R UGS E 7/, W(9b); TN
(9¢), “BBRERIETRE, TR X" mER, HEL LERETHE
PR IBA" T o

“ERCETR AR ER R E, R, BE. FRARNER,
R I ER, FERXAJILEER: EARERRBOEZL, W
(10a-b); HERWFEIEERNEAZAFEEER, 0(10c-d); E3hiEEE
BEAE, FomizEE . ARk . BE. yRX%E, m(10f-g),

(10) a. FR(Z)E(F)(AFRAMIL(L))

b, R EHB(R) (AREHERL(ITR))

. (RF)EWE(—AA)(BR(KRE) ZFHH(H—AAN))

d (LHERBRMHLHE (A)(RE(LHLRY)FERBEH(HA))

e. RALEE (HT) (% ey (#T))

£ AT —HRLERE (RMRALT - BXRBHHT)/ ELRE (RRALBOHT)

g ZBEL(HAB)BE (RRBHET HHT)
(10) B Frp, “BETLUSRAC BN, WH, WU URBHE .
F(2003:196-7) M5t RIBEMN KRN, ¥ 5RIFRTETS EPFFJ?E&EFJ?Z
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HERE” (CChBEST), IWRRB“HOR”, B“RHArRhE”, REER
HiR, “HOE” B TASCHIR 1840 Br” B “ 2", ZBF R BHE”, MAERITA
BB o XIFFE (2003) A0 “ 3" [ ka?’ ] “ W B[R 7 W 7 5 RIET Z A ER R
/Tjiiﬁﬁ)gﬁ’h%?"\’ [ka/ga][RlR”, ZEAXBBHEE,
4. &
EWIRNRRERAIEE RSN, WXIFHE . XU (2005) #E K2

73‘.:\ PRE T (2011) # B KGR IESR 5 R MRER, WA AR, wx)

FHEF (19D EH BRI 5 HIVRARERNMEF I IRBIEE, BFESFHHIE
A4, BIARRINEIER . BITARRERETRERREAFKRERA—, B
AFESL, FEEEREA— WMBITXEIHEHN TR B A BA KR E
T LR AR VR, X TRERLR AP A T RO S RA B, RA
iR R IRE . Bk, WAZES BT FERARSE, MBS KR,
g, Ak, B ERANGT TR, TREILRERREAREZ 25,
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