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The plural marker “{]/%[ sou' ]”in Hubei Xiantao dialects

HUANG Fang
(College of Liberal Arts, Hubei Normal University, Huangshi 435002, China)

Abstract; This paper analyzes the plural marker “f{J4%[ sou' ]”

, a combined plural marker consisted of “{[]” and the noun

of class “f%[ sou” ]”in Hubei Xiantao Dialects. Besides the category of people, it mainly expresses the concept of plural hon-

orifics. The article points out that “{]4%[ sou' ]”, a double marker of grammar and pragmatic, can mark person’s age and i-

dentity, embody speakers’ subjective feelings, convey social politeness and regulate rhythm in pragmatics. Suffix “ [ sou' ]” of

plural marker stems from the noun of class “f%[ sou™]”.

Key words: Hubei Xiantao Dialects; the plural marker; “fi[f&[sou' 1”7 “f&[sou’ 17
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