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On parallel vacancy and graduation trans-placement of hyponymy

between Chinese and English

LI Jian-jun & WANG Mei
(College of Foreign Languages., Zhejiang Normal University, Jinhua 321004, China)

Abstract: There exists non-correspondence between the hypernyms and hyponyms in English and
Chinese. On the basis of expounding the inclusive dependent relationship and the correlative subordi-
nate relationship between hypernym and hyponym, the parallel vacancy and graduation trans-place-
ment of hyponymy between Chinese and English have been clarified, and the causes have been ana-
lyzed, including the different ways of word-formation, the degree of lexicalization, the different clas-
sification criteria of hyponymy, and the influences of customary concepts. The study aims to provide a
reference for the proper selection of words in translation.
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