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Function and Origin of a(Wil)and t¥(W))in Tongtai Dialect
LI Luyao

(School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing Jiangsu 210023)

Abstract: Tongtai dialect is one of the border dailects. This article researches the function and origin of a(!if )and t¥ (W] ), which can be

used as aspect makers, prepositions and formal makers of a complement. This article compares their syntactic functions and discusses their differ-
ences. It proposes that “a” (Wil )originates from “Zhe” (35/%5 ), and “tx” (W] )comes from “Tao” (%).

Keywords: Tongtai dialect a(T); tx(W]); syntactic functions; origin



