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BIME VBFEREIE). BRiE (BREEEIE. XULELmEE (BEEARA). MTaE (BEEER
KO, EEEXRMIE (BERTIE). nﬁaﬁﬁiﬁéﬁ%ﬁ BB EMHEFFEMREHIRE (&
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HRIEH0” T HRFRCHER N R MRS IE (BRIFT X —255 5D, AT, Arsshi
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Benefactive Markers Related to Verbs Meaning “ to Give” in Chinese
Dialects

HUANG Xiao-xue' and HE Xue-gui’

(1. School of Humanities, Guangzhou University, Guangzhou Guangdong 510006, China; 2. School of Foreign
Languages, Guangdong Baiyun University, Guangzhou Guangdong 510450, China)

Abstract: Benefactive markers derived from verbs meaning “to give” in Chinese dialects are mainly distributed
in the areas of mandarin Chinese, Hui dialect, and some areas of Wu dialect and Min dialect. “Vgei+Ort+ Ot” is
the condition for verbs meaning “to give” to evolve into benefactive markers. “VgeitOrtOr” formed into
“V+Ort+VP” through pragmatic analogy. Namely, “to give someone something” was associated with “to give
someone some behavior”, “Vgei” grammaticalized into benefactive markers, and then formed into the
benefactive pattern with the construction “benefactive markers+O+VP”. Besides, there also exists a benefactive
pattern “VP+benefactive markers+0O” in Cantonese Guangxi and its benefactive markers were evolved from the
dative prepositions with preposition-object-complement  ditransitive  construction  “V+Ortdative
prepositions+Or” . This evolution is related to the influence of SVO languages such as Zhuang on these dialects.
Key words: Verbs meaning “to give”; Benefactive markers; Ditransitive construction
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